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Federal Infrastructure Minister Amarjeet Sohi (center) speaks alongside municipal, provincial and federal representatives during a 
press conference held on Mar. 14, 2018. (Submitted Photo) 


Peel's infrastructure network is set to 
receive a massive upgrade, thanks toa 
major funding agreement announced 
by the federal and provincial govern- 
ments. 

Federal Infrastructure Minister 
Amarjeet Sohi and Provincial Infra- 
structure Minister Bob Chiarelli were 
on-hand to announce the agreement at 
a MiWay bus garage last week. 

The agreement will bring more than 
$11.8 billion in shared funding to new 
transit and infrastructure projects in 


Book your Swimming Pool 
opening now 
and avoid the rush. 


the province for the next decade. 

Mississauga will receive more than 
$847 million and Brampton will re- 
ceive over $349 million in infrastruc- 
ture funding, which is part of a larger 
bi-lateral funding plan called Investing 
in Ontario. 

The announcement comes less than 
three months before the provincial 
election, and was one of several fund- 
ing announcements the Ontario Liber- 
als held during the same week. 

"Infrastructure is all about people ... 


what they need and deserve," said 
Chiarelli, who explained that the 
agreement will unlock "billions of dol- 
lars" in transit projects and provide a 
jumpstart to a long list of needed ini- 
tiatives within the region and the 
province as a whole. 

Funding will be allocated to projects 
based on a formula that calculates 
transit ridership. 


Continued on Pg 4 
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Money for newcomers announced: better oversight needed, says Auditor General 


by Heather Raithby 


The Ontario Liberals arrived 
at Mississauga’s Centre for Ed- 
ucation and Training on Mar. 
15 to announce $121 million for 
236 initiatives supporting new- 
comers. 

The money will help provide 
English and French as a second 
language training, put bridge 
training in place for interna- 
tionally certified immigrants to 
help them get licensed here and 
find work, and support settle- 
ment and integration needs. 

These services are mainly 
provided by public and Catholic 
school boards, universities, col- 
leges and non-profit commu- 
nity organizations who win 
contracts to provide the serv- 
ices. 

“Investing in the success of 
our newcomers is a good in- 
vestment for Ontario and for 
Peel Region,” said Mississauga- 
East Cooksville MPP Dipika 
Damerla. 

“Providing them with the 
training and the supports they 
need to settle in their commu- 
nity and get jobs is the right 
thing to do.” 

“Immigrants who choose On- 
tario as their new home are crit- 
ically important for our future 
growth and prosperity. Helping 


newcomers to improve lan- 
guage skills, to attain the infor- 
mation, knowledge and skills 
they need to find jobs in their 
professions, benefits or society 
as a whole,” said Laura Al- 
banese, Minister of Citizenship 
and Immigration. 

In 2016, Ontario received 
110,014 immigrants, which is 
37.1 percent of all immigrants 
to Canada. 

The Ministry of Citizenship 
and Immigration money will be 
divided with $32.4 million 
going to support the Newcomer 
Settlement Program, $15 mil- 
lion to support 30 new lan- 
guage training projects, and 
$74 million to support 75 On- 
tario Bridge Training program 
projects. 

There is no doubt the money 
will go a long way to helping 
newcomers integrate into 
Canadian society. However, 
Bonnie Lysyk, the Auditor Gen- 
eral of Ontario, says in her Dec. 
2017 Auditor General’s Annual 
Report the “Ministry settle- 
ment funding for newcomers 
needs ‘better oversight’.” 

This would result in an im- 
proved quality of services pro- 
vided to newcomers, and of 
course, better value for the pub- 


lic dollar. 

There is limited coordination 
between the Ministry and the 
federal government, says 
Lysyk. For example, in 2016-17 
about $30 million was bud- 
geted to provide services for 
peor who were also eligible 
or federal funding. This dupli- 
cation of services is starting to 
be addressed by a new Canada- 
Ontario Immigration agree- 
ment. 

The auditor also noted that 
although there is a rating sys- 
tem, the best service providers 
are not always chosen. Instead 
contracts are renewed despite 
low scores. 

Lysyk said all 95 existin 
service providers in 2015 an 
who applied for funding in 
2016-17 and 2017-18 had their 
contracts renewed, even the 
ones who received low scores. 

Only two out of 100 new ap- 
plicants were given a contract 
even though they scored much 
higher on the grading system 
than some of the approved ap- 
plications. 

As well, the auditor said there 
needs to be more accountability 
when it comes to results. For 
example, some school boards 
providing language training 


demonstrated progress in 78 
percent of the participants, 
while other boards had zero 
pupils who progressed. “The 
Ministry did not follow up on 
these outcomes to see if correc- 
tive action was needed,” said 
the Auditor’s Report. 

Lysyk reported the actual cost 
per client in the newcomer set- 
tlement and_bridge-training 
program “varied significantly 
among service providers, but 
the Ministry did not compare 
data reported by providers to 
assess whether the differences 
were reasonable.” 

For example, based on bridge 
training contracts completed in 
the last three years, the average 
cost per individual who com- 
pleted training and found a job 
ranged from a high of $106,100 
in one service provider’s pro- 
gram to a low of $3,600 in 
other provider’s program. 

The auditor says the Ontario 
government also needs to es- 
tablish settlement and integra- 
tion milestones so it can assess 
whether it’s meeting its objec- 
tives for newcomers. 

“To modernize its core busi- 
ness practices, the Ministry is 
enhancing its data analytics ca- 
pacity and is implementing a 


strategy to develop a data cul- 
ture and quality data to support 
evidence based decision-mak- 
ing. The Ministry has also cre- 
ated an evaluation and 
performance measurement 


unit to focus on program rele- 
vance, performance, efficiency 


and effectiveness,” says the 
Ministry of Citizenship and Im- 
migration in its official re- 
sponse to the report. 

“The Auditor General’s report 
will help sharpen our focus as 
we work to strengthen our pro- 
grams,” the Ministry concludes. 


Immigration Minister Laura Albanese speaks to a crowd during 
a press conference at the Centre for Education & Training on 


Mar. 16, 2018. (Submitted Photo) 


The demise of reliable local news should concern us all 


by Heather Raithby 


A deal that saw the cashless 
exchange of 41 community 
newspapers between two of 
Canada’ s giant media compa- 
nies, and the subsequent clos- 
ing of most of them, is now 
under investigation by 
Canada’s Competition Bureau. 

A search warrant for Post- 
media and Torstar was exe- 
cuted on Mar. 12 to review 
whether this deal was legal 
under Canada’s Competition 
Act. 

Both companies issued brief 
statements saying they would 
cooperate fully with the investi- 
ae and did not believe they 

ad contravened the Competi- 
tion Act. 

"In response to news reports 
and questions from the media, 
I can confirm that the Compe- 
tition Bureau is investigating al- 
leged anti-competitive conduct 
contrary to the conspiracy pro- 


visions of the Competition Act. 
The Bureau is also examining 
this matter under the merger 
provisions of the Act," said 
Commissioner of Competi- 
tion John Pecman in a state- 
ment. 

"Investigators with the Bu- 
reau are currently gathering ev- 
idence to determine the facts 
relating to the alleged conspir- 
acy. There is no conclusion of 
wrongdoing at this time and no 
charges have been laid." 

After the deal between the 
two behemoths was announced 
in Nov. 2017, Postmedia an- 
nounced they would be closin; 
21 of the 22 focal papers it ha 
just acquired, plus three more it 
already owned. Torstar an- 
nounced they would be closing 
11 papers. Close to 300 journal- 
ism jobs were gone in one fell 
swoop, along with vital sources 
of trusted, local news. 


DIXIE 


(ii) AUTOPRO 


905-454-0030 


The News Photographers As- 
sociation of Canada put it this 
way. “Any deal that sees the clo- 
sure and reduction of competi- 
tion within the media industry 
is concerning. We are hopeful 
the Competition Bureau will 
consider all components of this 
deal, which limits competition 
in a number of markets and 
does not serve the public inter- 
est. 

“There is great importance in 
having local media continue to 
provide to the communities 
they serve. Local media is the 
fabric tying together an in- 
formed and active democratic 
community,” stated the Associ- 
ation’s President Cole Burston. 

It’s hard to understand how 
this deal, which wipes out news 
services in so many communi- 
ties could be thought of as any- 
thing except anti-competitive 
behaviour. 


9878 Dixie Road, Brampton-e§ 


But it’s not so clear-cut. 

Postmedia and Torstar may 
be able to use the Failing Firm 
Defense which makes it okay to 
shut down a company if it does 
not have the economics to con- 
tinue and would have failed 
anyway. 

One thing is for sure: the 
Competition Bureau will have 
its say even it if it’s too late to 
save the newspapers. 

There are serious conse- 
quences to this investigation. If 
Postmedia and Torstar are con- 
victed under the conspiracy 
section 45 of the Competition 
Act they could face fines of u 
to $25 million, and individuals 
could face a maximum of 14 
years in prison. 

Postmedia is a Canadian 
news media company that rep- 
resents more than 160 brands 
across print, online, and mobile 
platforms including National 


Post, the Vancouver Sun, and 
the Calgary Herald. 

Torstar is a broadly based 
media company which owns 
the Toronto Star, six daily 
neve in Ontario includ- 
ing the Hamilton Spectator, 
Metro newspapers, and 80 
weekly community newspapers 
in Ontario. 

The woes facing print jour- 
nalism are a symptom of a 
changing media landscape. Ad- 
vertisers, which newspapers 
rely on to pay the bills, have 
moved to social media to get 
their messages out. 

The hope that Ottawa would 
provide help to keep newspa- 
pers afloat sprang a leak re- 
cently. 

Despite the struggles, Ot- 
tawa’s Heritage Minister 
Melanie Joly says “Our ap- 
proach will not be to bail out in- 
dustry models that are no 


longer viable. Rather we will 
focus our efforts on supporting 
innovation, experimentation, 
and transition to digital,” 
adding “reliable journalistic 
content is critical to a healthy 
democracy.” 

A study by Pew Research 
Center showed that out of 17 
advanced countries, Canada 
has the dubious honour of 
ranking second when it comes 
to getting their news through 
social media including Face- 
book, Twitter and Instagram 
several times a day. South 
Korea was first. 

Interestingly, Google with it’s 
all powerful alcorithin is mak- 
ing a small peace offering, pro- 
posing to help legacy media by 
boosting search results for 
newspapers that people sub- 
scribe to. 
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Infrastructure agreement touted a as’ mons 


Continued from Pg 1 


Funding will be allo- 
cated to projects based on 
a formula that calculates 
transit ridership. The 
province will cost-share 
on municipal projects, up 
to a maximum 33% of eli- 
gible costs. 

The plan was approved 
after discussions at all lev- 
els of government, and 
will provide long-term, 
sustainble funding for 
projects of all sizes, said 
Sohi. 

"We understand that 
well-maintained _ infra- 
structure leads to growth" 
said Sohi, pointing to the 
needs of local cities like 
Brampton and Missis- 
sauga and the demands 
that will be placed on tran- 
sit systems over the next 
several years. 

The federal and provin- 
cial governments need to 
work together to build 
sustainable solutions for 
everyone, he said. 

Sohi's sentiments were 
echoed by Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario 
president Lynn Dollin, 
who was involved in the 
infrastructure discussions. 

She said the agreement 
is critical to help growing 
cities get people where 


they need to go more 
quickly and improve the 
collective quality of life. 

"Wherever you live, mu- 
nicipal infrastructure is 
critical. (It helps us) build 
healthy and safe commu- 
nities." 

Ward 6 Councillor Ron 
Starr, who was on-hand 
for the announcement, 
noted that transit is a 
major need for many resi- 
dents and that the agree- 
ment as a major win for 
the region. "We're work- 
ing with the province to 
create a liveable, more 
connected city," he ex- 
plained. 

Mississauga will receive 
$338,998,744 from the 
Government of Canada 
and $279,673,964 from 
the Government of On- 
tario over the next 10 
years. The City will con- 
tribute $228,824,152, for 
a total of $847,496,860. 

The money will be used 
to fund the City’s plans for 


future expansion and 
maintenance of its transit 
infrastructure. 


Brampton will receive 
$191,638,418 from the 
federal government, with 
the province providing an 
additional $158,101,695. 

Peel Region will also get 
$5,596,750 in federal 


Provincial Infrastructure Minister Bob Chiarelli (left) and Federal Infrastructure Minister Amarjeet 
Sohi sign a bi-laterial funding agreement during a press conference in Mississauga on Mar. 14, 


funding and $4,617,319 in 
provincial funding. 

One such project an- 
nounced in tandem with 
the bi-lateral agreement 
was an expansion of High- 
way 401 and Dixie Road 
interchange, which is in- 
tended to ease congestion 
and address the commu- 


nity’s infrastructure 
needs. 

The project could also 
result in appropriation for 
properties in the Apple- 
wood area, as the highway 
is intended to be ex- 
panded up to a total of 12 
lanes in some areas. 

Finance Minister 


2018. (Photo by Alex Gregory) 


Charles Sousa, who will be 
revealing the province’s 
budget next week, said 
that partnership is impor- 
tant to the well-being of 
the economy, noting that 
Ontario will be making 
“critical decisions” to sup- 
port similar infrastructure 
projects. 


Brampton man is Peel’s eighth homicide of 2018 


by Alex Gregory 


PDN File Photo 


Peel Police are investi- 
gating a shooting inci- 
dent Monday evening 
that claimed the life of a 
Brampton man, in the 
citys eighth homicide 
case of the year. 

The Homicide and 
Missing Persons Bureau 
responded to reports of 
an assault in the north 
end of the city aroud 5:50 
p-m. Monday night in the 
Cedarcliff Trail and San- 
dalwood Parkway East 
area, and discovered a 
man who had sustained 
life-threatening injuries. 

According to police re- 
ports, witnesses saw the 
victim being beaten by 
two men wielding sticks. 

The victim, 21 year-old 
Paviter Singh Bassi, was 
rushed to a Toronto 


trauma centre, but suc- 
cumbed to his wounds 
shortly afterwards. 

This is the second 
homicide in Peel this 
month, following the 
death of 25 year-old Ali- 
cia Lewandowski in Mis- 
sissauga on Mar. 5. 

Police are continuing to 
appeal to those who may 
have seen the incident or 
have surveillance/Dash- 
cam video to call the 
Homicide and Missing 
Persons Bureau at (905) 
453-2121 Ext 3205. 

Information can also be 
left anonymously by call- 
ing Peel Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477), or by visiting 
www.peelpolice.ca. 
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Youths playing key part in municipal elections 


Bruce 
Marshall 


Weekly Column 


There's an emerging polit- 
ical force out there poised to 
play a role in this upcoming 
provincial election that you 
may not be aware of. 
There's been a groundswell 
among them over the past 
few weeks in the U.S. 

I first saw them come to 
the fore when I assisted 
with some political cam- 
paigns in the last municipal 
election. They are — Youth. 

For years, youth could be 
counted on for staying away 
from polls in droves. No 
more. 

The gun issue, where stu- 
dents are dying, has proved 
to be the catalyst for action 
in the U.S. But increasingly, 

I believe youth are becom- 
ing aware that they can ac- 
tually drive change for the 
better. 

The campaign I was in- 
volved in four years ago was 
for Jagmeet Singh's brother 
Gurratan Singh, who was 
running for council, and 
their cousin Harkirat, who 
ran successfully for school 


board. 

My first thought when I 
entered the office was, “God 
— these are all kids!” And I 
mean — many of them were 
not even yet of age to vote. 

But, man — where they 
plugged into the issues! 
Some of them schooled me! 

The overwhelming sup- 
port for student protests 
most recently in the U.S. is 
just one example of the kids 
finding an issue and mobi- 
lizing to make a difference. 

And of course — they mo- 
bilize using nothing more 
than their smartphones. 
This technology has revolu- 
tionized communication — 
for the good in terms of po- 
litical awareness. 

As someone with a long 
history in radio broadcast- 
ing — I know just how pow- 
erful this modern 
technology is. 

It used to be that if you 
wanted to have a voice — 
you had to get on a radio 
station — or the wherewithal 
to buy a radio station. That 
would mean an education as 
a broadcaster to start, cer- 
tainly. 

Today — they can pick up 
a smartphone and start live- 


streaming. For about a hun- 
dred dollars they can add 
professional bells and whis- 
tles like external micro- 
phones or a tripod. Or even 
just a basic selfie stick for 
next to nothing. 

In fact — Brampton born 
singing sensation and 
Grammy Best New Artist 
Alessia Cara demonstrates 
what could be done with 
just a selfie-stick and cam- 
era in the video for her song, 
“Tm Yours.” 

Though there is some 
fancy high-budget post pro- 
duction done on that, I be- 
lieve. And if you haven't 
heard of Cara yet — I predict 
you will. She's on her way to 
superstardom, the level of a 
Justin Bieber or Rhianna. It 
started — with a selfie-stick 
and a smartphone! 

So now - all a potential 
broadcaster (or singer) 
needs is an idea, a smart- 
phone and the belief that 
their message is important 
enough for others to hear. 

What's all this mean for 
politics? It means these 
“kids” can communicate at 
lightning speed with any- 
one, worldwide. They're 
transnational, international 


Photo Courtesy of Elections Canada 


broadcasters if they want to 


e. 

We've already heard out 
of the Trump election what 
a part social media played in 
getting him elected. We 
know that the Democratic 
campaign spent much more 
money — but they wasted 
that on olde fashioned TV 
advertising. Facebook won 


Mortgage lime Again? 
Let’s Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 


! am here fo help. Call me.” 


905.587.1286 May.Monteiro@verico.ca 


for Trump. 

Andrea Horwath did her 
campaign launch this past 
Sunday — via an online 
broadcast. 

Right up to the level of the 
political party headquarters 
— they're evolving their 
message to online platforms 
from the more traditional 
media. 


And if there's anything 
these kids know - it's the 
cusp of technology... The 
latest app or idea spread 
among them at lightning 
speed. 

So as we get closer to the 
provincial voting day 
watch for youth issues to 
take much more of the plat 
form. Look for youth to be 
engaged in a way like we've 
never seen in this election. 

And when there's a knock 
at the door and a teenage 
canvaser is standing at you 
door to tout a candidate 
don't laugh. They're proba 
bly more politically in-touc 
than you are. 


Bruce Marshall is a Toronto 
voice-actor and actor. He was a 
long-time broadcaster with 
CHUM Radio. He was also a 
firefighter. 


He's active in local political is- 
sues in Brampton and is an ex- 
ecutive member of the 
Brampton-Centre NDP. 


May Monteiro 
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GO adds new trains to Lakeshore 
East and West 


by Heather Raithby 


That dreaded feeling. 

You have just missed the 
11:43 pm train from Union 
Station to Mississauga and 
will have to wait a full hour for 
the 12:43 a.m. train. 

Metrolinx recently an- 
nounced a new late night train 
to fill the gap. 

A 12:13 am train on the 
Lakeshore West Line will 
soon run daily, cutting the 
wait in the wee hours in half. 


On the weekends, early ris- 
ers can hop on the GO train in 
Clarkson and head to Union 
Station half an hour earlier 
with trains scheduled to leave 
at 7:04 a.m. instead of 7:34 


a.m. 

Changes take effect on April 
7, 2018. 

Additional trains are also 
being added to the Lakeshore 
East and UP Express lines. 

“Our customers asked for us 


to fill in gaps in our schedule, 
and here are 66 examples of 
how we're making it easier to 
take transit every day of the 
week. Whether you're heading 
home after an evening Jays, 
Raptors or Leafs game, or a 
concert, or to the airport for 
an early morning flight, these 
new train trips will give you 
more flexibility when you 
travel,” said Phil Verster, 
Metrolinx President and CEO. 
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Local Residents Stage Gun Walkout In Response to U.S. 
School Shootings 


s : , Gia = = 4 
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WASRE THIS Issue 
WARPPENS RoUTiNELYy 


A group of local protestors picketed with signs late last week in south Mississauga in solidarity 
with U.S. students, who marched out of school on Mar. 16 to demand stricter gun laws in the 
wake of a school shooting in Florida last month. Participant Brian Faber of Adventure Canada 
said the demonstration was being done “(To support) an end to gun violence around the world ... 
as an American myself, this is a social issue, not a national issue. Gun violence does not 
discriminate.“ 

PDN File Photo (Submitted Photo) 


2018 Provincial Election coverage begins soon. 
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Two Suspects Sought In Connection With 2017 
Robbery in Brampton 


by Alex Gregory 


Peel Police are asking for 
public assistance in regards 
to a 2017 robbery in Bramp- 
ton. 

Surveillance photos have 
been released from a Nov. 5 


robbery in the Queen St. E. 
and Centre St. N. area, when 
two suspects entered a con- 
venience store around 3:30 
a.m. and demanded money 
from the cashier while bran- 


Photos Courtesy of Peel Police 


dishing a firearm. 

The cashier, a 23 year-old 
man from Mississauga, was 
not injured during the rob- 
bery. 

The suspects, a male and a 
female, fled the store with 
money and cigarettes. 

The male suspect is de- 
scribed as white, approx. 24 
- 25 years-old, with a thin 
build and wearing a zipped 
hoodie, black hat, and black 
Adidas pants with blue 
stripes. The suspect wielded 
a black handgun and was 
wearing a black scarf over his 
face. 

The female suspect is de- 
scribed as white, approx. 21 - 
22 years-old, with a thin 
build and wearing a grey 
hoodie with a red sweatshirt 
underneath, along with grey 
trackpants and black shoes. 
The suspect covered her face 
with a ski mask. 

Residents with any infor- 
mation regarding the rob- 
bery are asked to call the 
Central Robbery Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 3410, or 
by calling Peel Crime Stop- 
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477) 


Caledon OPP remind Canadians of ‘Romance 
Scams’ amidst Fraud Prevention Month 


by Curtis Underwood 


Real-world human vul- 
nerabilities have transferred 
into the digital world and 
have become ripe for cyber- 
criminals eager to exploit 
those behind a veil of digital 
concealment. 

Some of these online 
scams not only damage 
some Canadians financially, 
but can also leave them 
heartbroken in their lasting 
quest for love. 

Due to the personal rami- 
fications of emotional im- 
pact and embarrassment, 
these crimes are often left 
un-reported. 

Caledon OPP is warning 
local residents of what they 
call a ‘Romance Scam’, a 
scheme used to exploit po- 
tential online victims, 
prominently targeting those 
who are single, recently un- 
attached, or emotionally 
vulnerable of all ages. 

Typically this online mar- 
keting fraud operates 
through singles dating-re- 
lated websites, social media, 
or e-mail blasts, and is able 
to reach a mass amount of 
victims simultaneously. 


In extreme cases, elon- 
gated interaction with these 
scammers has cost victims 
tens of thousands of dollars 
just before their ‘relation- 
ship’ is abruptly ended. 

As per most online scams, 
romance scams regularly 
compel one of the most sus- 
ceptible age groups, seniors. 

2017 saw Romance Scams 
generate 352 complains and 
affect 250 victims generat- 
ing $6.2 million of victims 
losses in Ontario alone. 

In value, Romance Scams 
are the second highest form 
of fraud in the province and 
police admit that due to the 
personal circumstances re- 
volving around this crime 
this may only represent just 
five percent of victims in 
Ontario. 

The Canadian Ant-Fraud 
Centre has teamed up with 
the OPP as part of annual 
Fraud Prevention Month 
and created tips outlined to 
help prevent this potential 
scam. 

- If you have reason to be- 
lieve there is malicious in- 
tent, report it to the police. 


- Remember not to give 
out any personal informa- 
tion online and educate 
yourself on the individual in 
question by understanding 
their name, address, and 
company name. 

- Never release funds or 
give out credit information 
and account details online 
to anyone you do not know 
and trust. Requests for fi- 
nancial transfers to foreign 
countries or individuals you 
have never met are often 
red flags. 

- Check website and email 
addresses carefully. Scam- 
mers often create fake web- 
sites often lacking SSL 
Certification formulated to 
visually appear as legitimate 
dating websites. 

If you or someone you 
know suspect they have 
been targeted or are a victim 
of a Romance Scam, contact 
your local police service. 

Reports can also be filed 
via the Canadian Anti- 
Fraud Centre, via Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS), or online at 
www.tipsubmit.com/start. 


April 27, 2018 
7:00 - 9:00 a.m. 


MAYOR ALLAN THOMPSON 
TOWN oF CALEDON INVITES YOU TO ATTEND: 


Mayor's 
Business Breakfast 


Tickets: $15 + Fees & Tax 
Tickets/Info: caledon.ca/mayor 


Keynote: Dr. Lance Secretan 


Royal Ambassador Event Centre 
15430 Innis Lake Road 


FEATURING: 


Author and global! 
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Telecom companies relocating cables to get ready for the HuLRT 


by Heather Raithby 


The fun is just beginning. 

Those travelling along the 
southern stretch of 
Hurontario will have no- 
ticed the road shrinking by 
one lane in either direction 
and giant coils of conduit 
beside the road. 

Traffic is also being dis- 
rupted on Hurontario from 
John Street to Fairview 
Road in Cooksville. 

It’s all in early preparation 
for the Hurontario Light 
Rail Transit (HuLRT), 
which will travel between 
Park Street in Port Credit 
and Steeles Avenue in 
Brampton with 22 stops. 

Telecom companies are 
now relocating their com- 
munication cables and 
structures eu the route. 

They are either burying 
them deep enough that they 
won't conflict with the LRT 
construction, or relocating 
them away from where the 
track will run. 


Crews are also construct- 
ing new manholes and con- 
necting duct structures on 
Hurontario between 
Lakeshore Road and Mine- 
ola Road. Work on this is 
expected to wrap up in the 
oe of 2018. 

As for who will be buildin, 
the HuLRT, Metrolinx an 
Infrastructure Ontario have 
issued a Request for Pro- 
posal from three shortlisted 
teams and are expected to 
award the contract “in 
2018”, according to the 
Metrolinx website. 

Construction is antici- 
pated to start in late 2018, 
and be completed by the 
end of 2022. 

The next community open 
house about the Hurontario 
LRT takes place at the 
Cooksville Colonnade in 
Mississauga on Monday, 
Mar. 26 from 6 - 8 p.m. 

The HuLRT is being called 
a game changer for Missis- 


sauga and Brampton. 

It will potentially offer 
Sreckelay earitdey service 
from 5 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. and 
on Sunday from 7 p.m. to 
midnight with an operating 
frequency of every five min- 
utes during the peak hours,” 
says Metrolinx, and “will 
transform Hurontario into a 
vibrant people-oriented cor- 
ridor connecting communi- 
ties and accommodating 
growth anticipated over the 
next 30 years.” 

“The project will mean a 
doubling of the corridor’s 
capacity to move people, 
significantly improve transit 
travel times, and serve as a 
crucial link between many 
of the region’s_ exisiting 
transit ines,” says 
Metrolinx. 

Currently, capital costs for 
the project are funded by 
$1.4 billion dollars from the 
Ontario Government. 

The City of Mississauga 


approved an extra $23.6 
million in Oct. 2017 for in- 
frastructure upgrades in ad- 
dition to the $36.6 million 
council approved in July 


2017 for enhancements to 
streetscapes, lighting, and 
bus bay shelters among 
other things. 

Who will pay for the oper- 


ating costs of the HuLRT 
once it’s up and running is 
under discussion at this 
time. 


Local green energy provider forms strategic partnership with Bullfrog 


by Alex Gregory 
O- BASF 


We create chemistry 


2018 Provin 


ONTARIOPC N 
cial Election coverage 


bu power 


4% GREEN ENERGY FORA 
ALTHIER TOMORROW 


Bullfrog VP Sean Drygas (left) and BASF Canada President Marcelo Lu (right) (submitted Photo) 


Mississauga’s BASF 
Canada has entered into a 
strategic partnership with 
Bullfrog Power to provide 
green energy to the former’s 
Canadian corporate head- 
quarters, as well as satellite 
branches across the country. 

The move reduces BASF’s 
CO2 emissions footprint by 
an estimated 1,520 tonnes 
(approx. 325 cars worth) per 
year. 

The move was intended to 
hel the company support the 
country’s renewable energy 
industry and enhance the 
quality of life for everyone, 
said BASF president 
Marcelo Lu. 

“Partnering with Bullfrog 
Power means BASF is help- 
ing to support community 


renewable energy projects 
across Canada," he said in a 
statement on Monday. 

The deal replaces BASF’s 
current conventional elec- 
tricity grid with a 100 per 
cent renewable power source 
from Bullfrog, which oper- 
ates wind and low-impact 
hydro power sourced from 
new Canadian renewable en- 
ergy facilities. 

The change also impacts 
BASF’s production facilities 
throughout the country, in- 
cluding a nearby facility in 
Etobicoke. 

Bullfrog CEO Ron Seftel 
said that the partnership sig- 
nals that supply manufactur- 
ers are increasingly relying 
on energy to make their 
products more sustainable. 


“BASF is taking a proactive 
approach to addressing cli- 
mate change by proactively 
committing to renewable 
electricity at its Canadian 
sites," he said in regards to 
the announcement. 

Bullfrog Power is also re- 
sponsible for a number of re- 
newable energy projects 
throughout the country, in- 
cluding the Hope Blooms 
community greenhouse in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and 
Ontario’s first community- 
owned wind farm, which is 
located in Oxford County. 


BASF Canada operates its 
headquarters in Missis- 
sauga, and employs 700 
workers across the country. 


ere...Soon. 
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How Sweet it is: Mississauga native helps take out Michigan State 


by Heather Raithby 


Tear up those brackets. 

Mississauga native Oshae 
Brissett was at the heart of a 
stunning upset, as Syracuse 
University beat Michigan 
State 55-53 in the NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Tourna- 
ment this weekend. 

Syracuse moves up to the 
Sweet Sixteen while Michi- 
gan, much to their shock, is 
knocked out of the one-and 
done tournament. It’s been a 
bracket buster all around as 
number one seed Virginia 
was downed by University of 
Maryland Baltimore County. 

Syracuse’s next game is 
against Duke on Friday, 
Mar. 23. 

Brissett is being called 
SU’s “most effective offen- 
sive player over it’s entire 
postseason run,” by the uni- 
versity website. Brissett is 
the only player to have dou- 
ble figures in all three games 
so far. The Orange beat Ari- 
zona State, and Texas Chris- 
tian University to advance. 

Brissett, played all 40 min- 


utes and was the top scorer 
for the Syracuse Orangemen 
with 15 points and nine re- 
bounds against the Spartans. 

“Oshae’s been really good. 
He’s a freshman but he does- 
n't play like a freshman,” 
said veteran Syracuse head 
coach Jim Boeheim in the 
press conference after the 
game. “He makes big plays.” 

At 6’8” and 210 pounds 
Brissett plays small forward. 
Much like Pascal Siakom of 
the Toronto Raptors, he 
plays with energy. If he 
misses a shot, he’s aggres- 
sively chasing the rebound. 
Brissett leads his team and is 
sixth in the ACC in rebound- 
ing, averaging 9.0 a game. 

He is yet another talent re- 
cruited from the Athlete In- 
stitute in Mono, Ontario just 
outside Orangeville. He 
played for Findlay Prep in 
Nevada. 

Oshae’s_ older _ brother 
Dejon was recruited for foot- 
ball and plays for University 
of Richmond. Brissett’s 


mother McKeitha McFar- 
lane is her youngest son’s 
biggest and loudest fan, 
bringing an entourage to 
watch him play in Detroit, 
and cheer him on. 

The low score reflected the 
gritty, physical battle be- 
tween the 3rd_ ranking 
Michigan State team and the 
1ith ranked Orange in the 
Midwest bracket. 

With three games in five 
days, Syracuse brought a 
tough defensive mentality to 
the game in Detroit, which 
although is deemed to be a 
neutral site was essentially a 
home game for the Spartans. 

Syracuse forced Michigan 
State into an abysmal 22 
percent behind the arc, and 
26 percent shooting from the 
floor. 

Michigan State dominated 
rebounding however so they 
had their chances. Syracuse 
went ahead 52-49 with 47 
seconds left and that was the 
game. Cue the shock. 

“Brissett is a rangy forward 


with long arms, easy athleti- 
cism, and a high motor. He’s 
a high energy player who 
flies around the court and is 
especially active on the de- 
fensive end. He’s at his best 


Oshae Brissett (Photo Courtesy of Syracuse University) 


in transition on the offensive 
end where he gets out ahead 
of the ball,” says ESPN’s 
scouting report. 

His run at the NCAA tour- 
nament may boost his 


prospects as many currently 
see him going at end of the 
first round or early second 
round if he decides to de- 
clare himself eligible for the 
NBA draft. 


Marino Sets Beast Franchise Record In 
Loss To Thunder 


by Benedict Rhodes 


Longtime Brampton Beast for- 
ward and captain, Brandon 
Marino, set the franchise record 
for goals on Sunday afternoon, 
but it wasn't enough to help his 
side beat the visiting Adirondack 
Thunder. 

Marino jumped on a loose 
puck at 4:22, beating Thunder 
starter Olivier Mantha, his 50th 
goal for Brampton. 

His 50th goal for the Beast 
eclipses Jason Pitton's 49 goals 
sed adds to the growing list of 
franchise records that Marino 
holds. 

He also holds the records for 
assists, points and games played, 
among multiple single-season 
records. The lead wouldn't last 
very long, as just 11 seconds later, 
the Thunder tied the game at 1-1. 
Austin Orszulak beat Brampton 
goaltender Marcus Hogberg at 


4:33. 
Adirondack took the lead at 


14:56, as Kenton Miller gave 
them a 2-1 lead heading into the 
first intermission at the Powerade 
Centre. 10:52 into the third pe- 
riod, Desmond Bergin gave the 
Thunder a 3-1 advantage with a 
powerplay goal. 

Brandon MacLean replied for 


the Beast at 16:16, but Brampton 
were unable to find a third goal, 
and fell 3-2. 

Brampton's next game is on 
Friday night in Wheeling, West 
Virginia for a game against the 
Wheeling Nailers. That game 
starts at 7:05 p.m. 


Brampton Sports Hall of Fame Celebrates 
Four New Members 


by Curtis Underwood 


Brampton’s Sports Hall 
of Fame is set to introduce 
four new members repre- 
senting the class of 2018. 

The 38th Annual 
Brampton Sports Hall of 
Fame Induction Reception 
is set to introduce four new 
familiar athletes, in what 
Brampton Sports Hall of 
Fame Committee Chair Dan 
McLeod calls a class that 
“represents a vast array of 
sports”. 

These four inductions 
include power-lifter Harnek 
Singh Rai in the Builder cat- 
egory honored for his con- 
tributions to the sport as a 
competitor, coach, referee, 
and sports organizer. Rose- 
mary Miller will also be 
honored among the Builder 


category for her commit- 
ment to tennis in Bramp- 
ton, and her leadership 
within the industry. 

In the Athlete category, 
Mike Weaver is set to be 
recognized for his hockey 
career throughout his 16 
years in the NHL spanning 
6 teams. Richard Source 
will join the ranks of 
Brampton’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame in recognition of his 
successful boxing career. 

The Induction cere- 
mony commemorating 38 
years of Brampton Hall of 
Fame Inductions will take 
place Tuesday, May 15 with 
all attending the Rose The- 
atre Brampton. 

A celebratory cocktail 
dinner begins at 6 p.m., 


closely followed by the in- 
duction ceremony and re- 
ception. 

Damon Allen, former 
CFL quarterback and four- 
time Grey Cup Champion 
will also be making an ap- 
pearance as _ keynote 
speaker for this year’s 
event. 

Tickets are currently 
available at the Rose The- 
atre Box Office for $55 each 
while tickets for children 
ages 12 and under cost 
$27.50 and children under 
the age of two years of age 
are offered free admission. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.rosetheatre.ca or call 
905.874.2800. 


Exciting Junior Hockey - PLAYOFFS 
Tue Mar 27 7:00pm 


vs Barrie Colts 


at the Hershey Centre 


Thur Mar 29 7:00pm 


for tickets: mississaugasteelheads.com 


by Brendan Lang 


After clinching a spot in 
this year’s OHL playoffs last 
week, the Trout had three 
games left in their regular 
season and wanted to finish 
in style. 

The final stretch of the 
season started on Friday 
when the Steelheads re- 
turned to their home to take 
on the Ottawa 67’s. 
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The period got off to a 
slow start, but Owen Tippet 
changed that trend quickly 
putting the Steelheads on 
the scoreboard. After the 
first twenty minutes, Mis- 
sissauga was out in front by 
one goal. 

In the second, after the 
Steelheads were caught with 


too many men on the ice, 


Cody Clarke of Ottawa tied 
the game at one on the pow- 
erplay. Soon after, Nic 
Hague answered with a goal 
of his own to restore the two 
goal lead. 

Once the second frame 
concluded, Mississauga had 
a slight advantage in both 
the shot and goal depart- 
ments. 


= 
. 


SS 
Pr - 


Ma ». 


Mar. 21, 2018 | PEEL DAILY NEWS | 11 


Trout Win Last Game Of Season And Now Look 
Forward To The Playoffs 


In the third stanza, the 
Fish put up a three spot with 
goals coming from Mathieu 
Foget, followed by Nic 
Hague and Owen Tippet 
both scoring their second of 
the contest. Mississauga 
prevailed 5-2. 

In the second of three con- 
tests, the Niagara Ice Dogs 
challenged the Mississauga 


Steelheads in an afternoon 
game on Saturday. 

Ryan McLeod scored the 
first goal of the game and 
the Steelheads quickly led 
by one. The Ice Dogs would 
add one tally before the con- 
clusion of the first period, as 
the game was knotted at one 
heading into the break. 

In the second, there was 
not a lot of offense in the 
way of scoring, but Niagara 
would add on one more and 
the lead was by a single goal 
as the third period ap- 
proached. 

Right out of the gates, Ni- 
agara put up a powerplay 
goal to extend their lead to 
two. After another Ice Dog 
score, Owen Tippet brought 
the Trout back to life to get 
them to within two. Michael 
McLeod pulled Mississauga 
to within one goal scoring 
on the powerplay. 

The push back would 
prove to be a moot point, as 
Niagara would add two 
more goals one being an 
empty netter to finish out a 
hard fought win 6-3. 

In the final contest of the 
regular season, Mississauga 


was up against the Kingston 
Frontenacs on Sunday. 

The Trout and Kingston 
played to a scoreless tie for 
about half of the first period 
until Ryan McLeod gave 
them a one goal advantage. 

After the game was tied 
up, Cole Carter potted his 
24th on the year to put them 
up by one. After one, the 
Fish led 2-1. 

In the second frame, Ryan 
McLeod would slide his sec- 
ond goal of the contest past 
the Kingston net minder 
and the Steelheads lead 
grew to two goals. 

After the second period, 
the third came around and 
didn’t provide any offense 
that resulted in a goal from 
either side and Mississauga 
finished the season out with 
a bang, winning 3-1 on 
home ice. 

Now the Trout get set for 
their first round matchup 
with the Barrie Colts. 

The best of seven series 
gets underway tomorrow 
(Mar. 22) at Barrie’s Molson 
Centre. 
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De Rosario Leads Canadian Soccer Team to Thrilling 10-9 Overtime Win at Hershey Centre 


Dwayne De Rosario scored the decisive shot to break a tie game in a nail-biting finale last week at 
the Hershey Centre, as the Canadian Arena Soccer Association took on Team Brazil during their sec- 
ond-ever exhibition match. 


The action was fast and frantic as Canada faced off against the Brazilian team, led by veteran 
scorer Amauri, trading goals all throughout the game. The game was tied 9-9 going into overtime, 
but De Rosario broke the stranglehold with a decisive kick into the corner of the net to win the 


game for Canada 10-9. 


CASA next takes the field on Sunday, May 6, as they face the USA National Team in “Doubleheader 
Sunday”. Fans will get two games for the price of one, as the Arena Premier Professional League 


will host its Championship Game prior to the international friendly. 


(Photos Courtesy of CASA Soccer) 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Memories of “Maitre’d To The Stars” shape new LAC show 


by Alex Gregory 


Becoming a singer was 
something Patti Jannetta 
never thought she’d do fora 
living. 

Her father, Louis Jan- 
netta, wanted her to become 
a writer, going as far as to 
buy her a typewriter. Yet, 
once her saw her singing tal- 
ents, he was swayed. 

“He became my biggest 
fan,” said Patti, and it was 
his guidance that led her to 
become an _ acclaimed 
singer/songwriter. 

Patti and a star-studded 
group of entertainers will 
bring audiences back into 
the past and share tales 
from her father during the 
“Memories of Louis Jan- 
netta & The Imperial 
Room” show, which takes 
place this Friday evening at 
the Living Arts Centre. 

The show will trace the 
‘historical steps of musical 
time’ with Louis’ career, as 
he rose to prominence as 
the Maitre’d of the Royal 
York Hotel’s Imperial 
Room. 

Affectionately named the 
“maitre’d to the stars”, he 
cultivated friendships with 


hundreds of celebrities, 
travelers and everyone in- 
between. He _ eventually 
wrote a memoir, “King of 
the Maitre’d’s: My Life 
Among the Stars”, based on 
his experiences. 

The book forms the basis 
for the show, which Patti 
says was something she had 
considered creating for sev- 
eral years after her father 
passed in 2013. 

“Tt was really cathartic for 
me to write about my fa- 
ther’s life,” she said, noting 
that she only pursued the 
idea after getting support 
from friends and testing a 
version of the show in King 
City to rave reviews. 

“That’s when we knew it 
(the show) would strike au- 
dience’s hearts, because it 
showed the spirit of the 
times.” 

Everyone from Tony Ben- 
nett to Ella Fitzgerald con- 
sidered Louis a close friend, 
and he had a gift for being 
able to deal with patrons of 
all types, no matter how un- 
ruly they might have been. 

“He saw the good, the bad 
and the ugly” of people, said 


Patti, but he was often able 
to welcome everyone in and 
treat them as an honored 
guest no matter who they 
were. 

Louis wasn’t just involved 
in the operations at the Im- 
perial Room - he also found 
time to be involved in other 
initiatives, including the op- 
eration of his own restau- 
rant and involvement as the 
founder of the Canadian- 
Italian Hockey League, 
which was inspired by his 
own experiences as a minor 
league hockey player in his 
youth. 

“When he finally got on a 
team, he was always on the 
bench,” said Patti, who said 
her father wanted to get 
boys involved with local 
sports so that they would 
have more opportunities. 

The show will feature con- 
tributions from award-win- 
ning gospel and blues singer 
Jackie Richardson, jazz/ex- 
perimental performer Alex 
Samaras, tap dancer extra- 
ordinaire Travis Knights, 
Trinidadian-Canadian 
jazz/pop singer Adrian 
Luces and an electrifying 


q 


Alex Samaras 


Aaron Ferrera 


Drums Guitar 


band. 
Limited tickets for the 


show are still available, and 


Adrian Luces 


Hayley Preziosi 


Lou Bartolomucci 


Patti Jannetta 
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John Ebata 


Musical Director Saxophone 


can be purchased by visiting 
the LAC website at 
www.livingartscentre.ca/th 


Jackie Richardson 


Patti Wheeler 


Travis Knights 


Qwyn McLaughlin 


Danny Turco 
Guitar 


Submitted Photo 
eatre-performances/memo- 
ries-of-louis-jannetta-and- 
the-imperial-room-18. 


Dave Baker 
Bass 


Brampton’s ‘Recreation Revitalized’ Initiative adds Public Information Sessions 


by Curtis Underwood 


A new initiative put 
forward by Brampton de- 
fines a strategy for the re- 


aging 


newal of city 


D 
LC) 


Howden 
Recreation 
Centre 
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150 
Howden Blvd. 
905.793.4685 


recreational facilities, and 
residents are invited to 
help discuss plans via a se- 
ries of public meetings. 


Brampton Council has 
set out plans to revitalize 
three of the city’s more 
prominently aged commu- 

Lad ty Sed Zz 


BRAMPTON 


Chinguacousy Park 
Ski Chalet 


wwew.brampton.ca 905.458.6555 


nity centres — Balmoral, 
Howden, and Chris Gib- 
son Recreation Centres. 
More information can be 
found regarding these 
plans at three public infor- 
mation sessions being held 
in April: 

- Tuesday, Apr. 3, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m., at Chris 
Gibson Recreation Centre 
(125 McLaughlin Rd. N.) 

- Wednesday, Apr. 4, 
from 6 - 8 p.m., at Chin- 
guacousy Park Ski Chalet’s 
Lower Lounge (9050 Bra- 
malea Rd.) 

Thursday, Apr. 5, 
from 6 - 8 p.m., at How- 
den Recreation Centre’s 
Upstairs Lounge (150 
Howden Blvd.) 

Highlights of these re- 
newal strategies include 


the expansion and renova- 
tion of the Balmoral Cen- 
tre, constructing a new 
Howden Community Cen- 
tre and expanding Chris 
Gibson Recreation Centre, 
including twinning the ex- 
isting ice rink. 

Certain preliminary 
plans have been defined in 
order to renew other 
recreation centres in the 
Bramalea area with more 
details on the future of 
these facilities being made 
available at a later date. 

The renewal strategy 
was crafted using consul- 
tation from Brampton res- 
idents, local community 
groups, and _ businesses 
during the development of 
the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan. 


The strategy itself also 
coincides with Brampton’s 
recently completed Fi- 
nance and Asset Manage- 
ment Master Plans, in 
order to ensure the City’s 
careful use of taxpayer 
funds and effective prac- 
tices in the management of 
our facilities. 

The local neighbour- 
hood recreation centres 
play an important role in 
the local community and 
residents have been eager 
to see the facilities get an 
upgrade, said Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey. 

“We look forward to 
sharing the renewal plans 
with the public and hear- 
ing their feedback,” she 
said. 
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Earth Hour Hits Peel This Spring 
with Local Cleanup Events 


Earth Hour takes place on 
Apr. 12, and Peel municipal- 
ities are doing their part to 
make the planet a cleaner 
place. 

Caledon will host its 10th 
annual Earth Hour festivi- 
ties, which will take place 
this weekend (Mar. 24) 
from 8:30 - 9:30 p.m. witha 
“Lights Out” campaign 
that’s dedicated to encour- 
aging climate change action 
from local residents. 

The Town will participate 
in this year’s campaign by, 
turning off all unnecessary 
lighting in unoccupied areas 
throughout the area, includ- 
ing the Town Hall, the May- 
field Recreation Complex, 
Fire Halls #301 - 309, the 
Caledon East Community 
Complex, Cheltenham Com- 
munity Hall and other pub- 
lic spaces. 

Last year, according to 
Hydro One records, the 
Caledon community’s elec- 
tricity reduction beat 2016 
results by 5.1%. 

Brampton will also cele- 
brate Earth Hour this Satur- 
day from 8:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
this weekend with the help 
of local businesses and resi- 


dents, and is the city’s 10th 
annual event. 

Participants are asked to 
go beyond the hour and 
por energy reduction 
efforts by making their 
home energy efficient, con- 
sidering walking, riding or 
using public transport in- 
stead of driving, and 
spreading the word about 
Earth Hour to friends and 
family. 

Mississauga will host its 
Earth Hour event at the 
same time (8:30 - 9:30), 
along with a series of Earth 
Days events which will run 
from Apr. 16 - 22. 

Local residents are en- 
couraged to volunteer for 20 
minutes to pick up litter 
around their workplace, 
school or community. 

For those who register, 
garbage bags, recycling 
bags, gloves and safety tip 
sheets will be available at 
local community centres 
while supplies last, starting 
on Monday, Apr. 9. 

In partnership —_ with 
Ecosource, the city will also 
host a _ garden-themed 
learning camp for kids 
called Guardians of the Gar- 


den, which will be held on 
Wednesday, Apr. 18 at the 
Iceland Teaching Garden. 

Families and children will 
have a chance to explore 
camp activities, plant a seed 
or seedling in the garden 
and enjoy snacks made 
from local vegetables. Ad- 
mission is free - participants 
are asked to register by 
emailing Ecosource at get- 
growing @ecosource.ca. 

Participants for Earth 
Days events can register by 
visiting the City website at 
www. mississauga.ca/por- 
tal/residents/earthdays. 

Earth Hour originated in 
Sydney, Australia in 2007 to 
take action on global cli- 
mate change. Earth Hour is 
the world’s largest grass- 
roots movement for the en- 
vironment that is 
coordinated by the WWF 
and other volunteer organi- 
zations. 

The movement spans over 
187 countries, 7,000 cities 
and 24 time zones and in- 
spires energy conservation 
action amongst millions of 
people. 
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Sawitri Theatre Group’s 15th Anniversary 


Mississauga-based_ Sawitri 
Theatre Group celebrated 
their fifteenth anniversary on 
Mar. 9 with an appreciation 
event at the Art Gallery of Mis- 
sissauga. 

The group, which produced 
last year’s play “Gramma” at 
the edoaiele Theatre, have 
produced multiple works for 
the South Asian community 
focusing on artistic and social 
issues. 

Guests were entertained 
with dramatic readings from 
upcoming and past plays in- 
cluding a preview from Hindi 
Shorts, written by Tanuj 
Khosla and directed by Shruti 
Shah, which will premiere at 
Sampradaya Theatre this 
May. 

More than 75 guests at- 
tended the appreciation event, 
including Ward 4 Councillor 
John Kovac, City of Missis- 
sauga Culture Director Paul 
Damaso and Mississauga Arts 
Council executive director 
Mike Douglas, who all gave 
congratulatory words for the 
theatre group and spoke about 
their love of arts-based organ- 
izations within the city. 

The event was_ hosted 
among the current exhibit fea- 
tured at the Art Gallery of Mis- 
sissauga (300 City Centre 
Drive), including “Four 
Lands”, which is on until Apr. 


Photos Courtesy of Sawitri Theatre Group 15 
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Older Adult Centre Hosts Seniors’ Fair 


The Seniors Information 
& Active Living Fair takes 
place tomorrow, Thursday, 
Mar. 22, from 12 - 3 p.m., 
giving older adults and 
their families the opportu- 
nity to learn about support 
services available in Mis- 
sissauga. 

The expo, which is hosted 
by Active Adult Centre of 
Mississauga (AACM) in 
partnership with the Min- 
istry of Seniors’ Affairs, 
gives attendees the chance 
to see 40 different vendors. 

Visitors to the fair will 
also receive a gift bag, 
snacks, fresh fruit provided 
by Bamford Produce, and a 
chance to win door prizes. 

“We are looking forward 
to another year hosting this 
fantastic event,” said 
AACM board president 
Joan Crews, who explained 
that the event brings out a 
wide variety of residents 
who want to stay con- 
nected. 

The fair will include pre- 


sentations from the 55+ 
Senior Games, Ontario 
Minister of Finance, Mis- 
sissauga Fire and Emer- 
gency Services and Peel 
Elder Abuse Prevention 
Network. 

AACM’s Chairsize and Sit 
& Dance Class will also 
perform interactive 


demonstrations during the 
event. 

The AACM is located on 
the second level of Central 
Parkway Mall, located at 
377 Burnhamthorpe Rd. E. 

For more information, 
visit www.entralparkway- 
mall.com/active-adult- 
centre. 


Brampton seeks input on transit services 


Brampton residents will 
have the chance to have 
their say on local transit ini- 
tiatives during a series of 
community workshops, to 
be held over the next two 
weeks at various sites 
throughout the city. 

The public workshop ses- 
sions are being scheduled 
ahead of a series of planned 


service improvements, 
which are set to take place 
in September 

Brampton Transit staff 
will be at various locations 
throughout the city present- 
ie jue route and 
schedule changes and gath- 
ering public input before 
plans are finalized. 

The current schedule of 


workshops will be held on 
the following dates: 

- Wednesday, Mar. 21, 
from 4 to 7 p.m., at Chris 
Gibson Recreation Centre 
(125 McLaughlin Road) 


- Thursday, Mar. 22, from 
4 to 7 p.m., at Cassie Camp- 
bell Community Centre 
(1050 Sandalwood Parkway 
West) 


- Monday, Mar. 26, from 3 
to 6 p.m. at Downtown Ter- 
minal (8 Nelson Street) 


- Tuesday, Mar. 27, from 4 
to 7 p.m., at Gore Meadows 
Community Centre (10150 
The Gore Road) 


- Wednesday, Mar. 28, 
from 11 a.m. — 2 p.m., and 3 
— 6p.m., at the Brampton 


Gateway Terminal (501 
Main Street South) 
Proposed service im- 


provements will also be 
available to view online on 
the Brampton Transit web- 
site (www.bramptontran- 
sit.com). 


It’s coming soon. 
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Government Hiking Fees by 8% is Costing Ontarians More 


by Sylvia Jones 


The Liberal Government 
has raised 90 service fees, 
which will cost Ontarians 
about eight percent more 
than last year. 

According to the inde- 
pendent non-partisan Fi- 


= 


nancial Accountability Of- 
ficer, this is primarily due 
to a 12 per cent increase in 
vehicle and driver registra- 
tion fee revenue. 
Currently, the province 
charges over 400 service, 


license and permit fees. 
The government’s _ in- 
creases to fees means it 
will collect about $200 
million more in revenue 
than last year. 

The Financial Accounta- 


bility Officer (FAO) is the 
independent budget 
watchdog of the govern- 
ment and provides reports 
and analysis of the govern- 
ment’s policies. 

Of the 97 changes, 5 are 


new fees, 90 fees have in- 
creased, 2 have been elim- 
inated and none have 
decreased. Of particular 
note, there has been a 12.9 
per cent increase in the 
fees for Drivers Licenses, 
Oversize/Overweight _ li- 
censes, the commercial ve- 
hicle operator record 
(CVOR) and driver in- 
structor license replace- 
ments, as well as an 8% 
increase in the cost of a li- 
cense plates renewal. 

In fact, nearly 64% of the 
money the government 
collected from fees has 
come from Vehicle and 
Driver Registration Fees. 

The ever increasing cost 
of driver’s licenses and 
other registration fees is 
an added burden for On- 
tario families and drivers. 

In Dufferin-Caledon and 
in rural Ontario, people do 
not have the option of rid- 
me the bus. There is no 
subway system to take in- 
dividuals in Amaranth, 
Grand Valley, Mono, or 
Bolton to work. They must 
drive to make a living. 

Another interesting ex- 


ample are the fees that are 
significantly more expen- 
sive that the cost of pro- 
viding the service they are 
supposedly paying for. 

There is a legal require- 
ment for the service fee 
rate to have a reasonable 
connection to the cost of 
the service provided. 

As an example, the FAO 
points to the personal 
property security fee is 16 
times larger than the cost 
of pee the service, 
and the Ontario incorpo- 
ration/business fees are 
three times the cost of pro- 
viding the program. 

In the end, this is just 
another example of the 
Liberal government’s 
track record of making life 
more and more unafford- 
able for families and busi- 
nesses. 

Whether it is skyrocket- 
ing hydro rates, the hous- 
ing affordability crisis or 
increasing fees, the Liber- 
als have consistently 
proven that their policies 
are making of life more ex- 

ensive for families and 

usinesses. 


Meditation and wellness in the business world 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


In the business world, we 
are inundated with a multi- 
tude of information, ideas 
and tasks that are due at the 
same time. 

With all of this, it becomes 
very stressful to juggle every- 
thing together, and we tend 
to lose the distinguishable 
aspects of what we are doing. 

The mind tends to be scat- 
tered and _ disconnected. 
Stress takes over and the 
mind tends to overload with 
more thoughts and actions 
and not to focus on the order 
of accomplishments. 

We tend to grab at solu- 
tions and invent new ways to 
complicate what we are 
doing. We overlap, over dis- 
tinguish and over indulge in 
an effort to compensate for 
our scatterings. We lose the 
fineness of our actions, 
thoughts and feelings. 

We do 110%, but not the 
100% in what we could be 
doing. We tend to see the 
narrow picture and to get the 
fast result irrelevant of the 
consequences. We fix but 
not resolve. We internalize 
failure rather than celebrat- 


ing the ultimate victory. We 
lose structure - and eventu- 
ally our health. 

Meditation helps to bring 
the mind back to focus. With 
focus, we are better able to 
problem solve in an orderly 
fashion and our thoughts are 
better able to take in the 
whole picture of our 
thoughts and actions. 

We are more aware of what 
we are doing and are able to 
distinguish our different 
thoughts clearly rather than 
ajumble. We are better able 
to see the fineness of what we 
do. 

We are also better able to 
keep our health because with 
meditation there is less inter- 
nalizing. We don’t attach to 
our thoughts but use them as 
aguide. Weare better able to 
create from our thoughts. 

With meditation, we are 
able to separate and see our 
thoughts as part of a whole 
and to see the rest of the 
pieces and amalgamate them 
to formulate the whole. We 
are better able to resolve and 
retain our essence within 
what we do. 


Meditation helps us in liv- 
ing our different dynamics 
within the corporate world 
and our personal life. We 
can separate our different 


dynamics. 

We are better able to cope 
and release and complete the 
aspects of our dynamics. We 
can prioritize in a more fun- 


damental way. 


We focus. We create. We 
comprehend. We complete. 


We enjoy. We are healthy. 


Photo Courtesy of Pixabay.com 
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City Receives Grant Funding for Pollinator Gardens 


Scotts Canada has 
awarded the City of Missis- 
sauga with an $18,000 
grant to help build pollina- 
tor-friendly gardens in local 
neighborhoods. 

The grant funding, an- 
nounced last week, was 
awarded through Scotts’ 
Garden and Green Space 
Grant Program. 

Three pollinator gar- 
dens in the city, including 
the plots in Dr. Martin L. 
Dobkin Park, Streetsville 
Pollinator Showcase and 
the Port Credit Library, will 


be the beneficiaries of the 
grant, which will fund addi- 
tional perennial flowers and 
plants to attract butterflies, 
hummingbirds and other 
pollinators. 

Pollinators feed on nec- 
tar and collect pollen, trans- 
ferring the genetic material 
necessary for the reproduc- 
tion of flowers, fruits and 
vegetables. 

Parks and Forestry Act- 
ing Director Jodi Robillos 
said that the pollinator gar- 
den initiative are vital to 
help produce fruits and 


seeds for local plants, which 
are essential food sources in 
turn for people and wildlife 

“Our focus remains on 
building spaces where pol- 
linators, such as bees and 
butterflies, can improve 
their health, be active, 
thrive and encourage the 
revival of pollinator popula- 
tions,” she said in a state- 
ment last week. 

The three gardens will 
be recognized during an of- 
ficial event to be held in 
May. 
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Caledon OPP Holds Car Seat 
Clinic This Spring 


The Auxillary Officers of 
the Caledon branch of Peel Re- 
gional Police will be holding a 
Child Car Seat Clinic to educate 
members of the public on Tues- 
day, Mar. 27 from 7 — 9:30 p.m. 

This appointment-only 
clinic will teach participants 
how to properly secure a child 
seat and ensure best practices 
to protect children. 

The Ministry of Trans- 
portation states that research 
demonstrates that when a child 
car seat is installed correctly, it 
can lessen the likelihood of in- 
jury or death by 75%. 

The clinic will be held at 
Caledon Fire and Emergency 
Services Station #302, located 
at 28 Ann Street. Car seat tech- 
nicians will be on-hand to help 
guide participants through the 
clinic. Limited spots remain for 
the two workshops 

For more information and 
to book an appointment, call 
(905) 584-2241. 


The Maestro Strikes Back During Symphony’s Star Wars Concert 


From the _ Imperial 
March to the Throne Room 
End Title, the Mississauga 
Symphony Orchestra will 
take to the stage this week- 
end at the Living Arts Cen- 
tre’s Hammerson Hall to 
perform selections from the 
Star Wars franchise. 

The force will be strong 
with Maestro Denis Mas- 
tromonaco and the ninety- 
person orchestra during the 
concert, which takes place 
on Saturday (Mar. 24). 

This is the second Star 
Wars-oriented concert held 
by the MSO, which first per- 
formed the music of the 
iconic space opera to a sold 
out theatre in 2016. 

A keen eye would have 
spotted members of the or- 
chestra dressed as Storm 
Troopers, Padawan and 
galactic princesses, as well 
as the Maestro making an 
appearance as a Jedi before 
shedding his robes and light 
sabre in the second half of 
the concert to reveal his 
inner bootlegging space 
scoundrel. 

No Jedi mind tricks 
were needed to draw an- 
other large audience this 
year. 

Tickets for the concert 
are selling extremely 
quickly, with seats still 
available for $55 and up. 

Special pricing is avail- 
able for seniors and patrons 
under 26. 


Fans of the film series 
are advised to purchase 
tickets in advance to avoid 
disappointment at the box 
office on concert night. 

No tribute to Star Wars 
would be complete without 
the characters that have 
captured imaginations for 
decades. 

Cosplay enthusiasts are 
encouraged to arrive 
dressed as their favourite 
character from the Star 
Wars galaxy for a chance to 
win a rare photo opportu- 
nity on stage, in costume, 
with the MSO, as well as a 
number of Star Wars 
themed prizes. 

The Mississauga Sym- 
phony Orchestra has been 
active in Mississauga since 
1972, and has grown signif- 
icantly in both membership 
and profile. 

It is officially designated 
as one of Mississauga's six 
pillar institutions of arts, 
culture and heritage. Based 
out of Hammerson Hall, the 
orchestra has offered enter- 
taining and increasingly so- 
phisticated programs from 
the classic and popular 
repertoires of symphonic 
music, all partum: to the 
highest artistic standards. 

The MSO has continued 
to serve its original mandate 
to provide performance op- 
portunities and personal 
development to talented 
amateurs while it has com- 


bined the strands of excel- 
lence and education by as- 
sisting young pessione 
performers and composers 
through solo performance 


ay 
tes RY 
mi a a 


opportunities, commissions 
and mentoring. 

Tickets for the Star 
Wars concert can be pur- 
chased by calling the Living 


Photo Courtesy of Mississauga Symphony Orchestra 


Arts Centre box office at: 
905-306-6000, or by visit- 
ing www.mississaugasym- 
phony.ca. 

Free underground park- 


ing is included with every 
ticket purchase. 

The concert will begin at 
8pm. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEERLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


PDN March 21_Layout 1 2018-03-21 12:19AM Page 16 @ 


FINALLY! 


A digital newspaper that brings 
the paper to life... and it’s free! 


www.Peel!DailyNews.com 


Rich with digital 
and print content 
that is interactive 


and engaging. 


eae WEEKLY NEWS 


S=\& . i y elation 
=. a . Beyond just 
WEEKLY NEWS reading news 
Pe Me | articles. 
rr; a sf =x . 


PEELIWal Page links, 

—————=§_ video content, 

photo galleries, 
and more. 


ae in lll eeeteelinied 


Available on all devices 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE! 


